
plane–from Jamaica to Panama to Miami to Atlanta to

Puerto Rico and back and forth. People think that in the

Caribbean, you just step from island to island. But

Jamaica to Trinidad is 1,200 miles and Jamaica to Miami

is 660 miles. So it’s not just a string of islands that you

hop to by canoe. Getting around is tough. Having your

own airplane is money in the bank.

How did you use the Baron?

I used it as a freighter when we started in the hotel

business. We were novices, so we forgot to order this or

short-ordered that. I had a Chevy Caprice in Miami at

the time and this little plane would hold one-and-a-half

loads of a Chevy Caprice. We’d load up the Caprice to

load up the plane.

What I learned is that an aircraft used properly is

the most unbelievable tool–especially if you are dealing

with different cities or countries. I was based in

Kingston but I opened our first hotel in Montego Bay. In

those days, it was a four-hour drive, but it was a 25-

minute flight. I’d wake up the pilot at three in the

morning, go talk to staff for one reason or another. We

could work until we were finished, go to the airport,

catch the plane and go home.

What other aircraft have you owned?

I have a brand-new Baron now, the third we’ve had.

That’s a great aircraft for short runs. We also had a King

Air for probably a year that allowed us much longer legs.

Then I bought a Citation II, which I think is a great air-

plane to start jet life with. And from there we bought an

[Israel Aircraft Industries] Astra and then another Astra.

And after owning all those planes, you get a sense of

what’s a perfect aircraft for you and I think the

[Bombardier Challenger] 300 that we bought in 2006 is

perfect for my use. We also have a [Cessna Citation] CJ3.

How are you using these aircraft?

A lot of our executives use the Baron to get around

Jamaica. We have 12 hotels there, so there’s a lot of

moving around. Running hotels in the Caribbean, you

need a very hands-on approach, and having an airplane

saves so much time. And you know, I want to go every-

where and see what are the best sites to put hotels on. 

I want the best beaches. I don’t want to be facing the

wrong direction when the weather comes in.

How many people are using your aircraft?

Probably 50.

You must have a flight department. 

Oh yes. Six full-time pilots and we’re about to have a

seventh. We have our own senior maintenance man. We

have a great administrator. And we have a few people 

who help in the hangar.

Did you get involved in the selection process 

for the 300?

Very much so. I love airplanes. I love new technology.

And for me, the Challenger was a hands-down winner. I

liked the clean-sheet design. It’s not an aircraft that came

out years ago and they keep modifying it. 

How would your life be different if you were flying 

everywhere commercially?

I think I would be less than halfway to where we are.

For people who run organizations, time is the most vital

thing. If you can’t use your time–think smart, move fast,

get there quickly–you’re not going to go too far. Not in the

environment I work in, where you have to hop around the

islands. An aircraft is probably the single biggest tool that

I’ve ever used to help a business.

You’re 67. Any plans to retire?

As long as I’m feeling well, as long as I’m excited, I’ll

be around. If I lose that excitement, I’ll jump out of it as

fast as I jumped in. I have some kids who are doing

particularly well in the company and a tremendous

management team. So I could bail out now. But I think 

I’ll do another 30 or 40 years. n
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Fast Facts
NAME: Gordon “Butch” Stewart

AGE: 67

CURRENT AIRCRAFT:
Bombardier Challenger 300,
Cessna Citation CJ3,
Beechcraft Baron.

HOME: Jamaica

PERSONAL: Wife, Chyril. 
Seven children living, including 
several who are active in
Stewart’s resort business.
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Model Years
produced

Variable
cost/hour

Seats
exec/max

Range
(nm)

Maximum
cruise (kt)

Max takeoff
weight (lb) Cost new ($M) Cost range -- used ($M)

Beechcraft Baron G58 1970-current $362 5/5 650 200 5,500 $1.109 $108,000-$950,000 

Challenger 300 2004-current $3,071 8/16 3,220 476 38,850 $26.0 $22.0-$25.0

Citation CJ3 2004-current $1,745 6/8 1,714 417 13,870 $8.0 $7.0-$7.7

Citation II 1978-1994 $2,034 7/11 1,452 355 14,100 n/a $1.42-$2.7

IAI Astra/G100 1986-2006 $2,373 7/9 2,790 474 24,650 n/a $3.35-$9.9

King Air 200 1974-1981 $1,488 7/15 1,202 289 12,500 n/a $940,000-$1.43

Assumptions: Jet fuel $7.05/gal; avgas $6.62/gal. Variable cost: fuel plus maintenance reserves; four passengers; VFR reserve fuel; passenger weight 200 lb includes baggage; two pilots. Cost Source: Conklin & de Decker Aircraft Cost Evaluator.
Performance Source: Conklin & de Decker Aircraft Performance Comparator. Selling Prices Source: Vref Aircraft Value Reference.

BUTCH STEWART’S BUSINESS AIRCRAFT




