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cars. Aircraft are restacked constantly during the night accord-

ing to departure day and time order and identified and sepa-

rated by color-coded cards placed behind their windshields.

The system works so well that the NBAA calls on Showalter to

handle static line and FBO support at other events.

KISSIMMEE GATEWAY: LOW PRICES

While Orlando Executive remains the region’s dominant

general aviation airport, new development to the south, at

Kissimmee, aims to change that.

Kissimmee Gateway is arguably over-served, with four

FBOs for 206 based aircraft–most of them piston-engine

singles. During the 2006 NBAA convention, the airport

attracted approximately 200 aircraft because of the show.

Heavy competition means low prices–you can find jet-A

here for less than at Orlando International. Kissimmee was

one of 43 Army airfields established in Florida during World

War II, primarily for flight training. Warbirds remain a fix-

ture at the airport, and Stallion 51, the nation’s largest P-51

Mustang training center, is based here. 
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Orlando International (MCO)
(12 miles)

12,005 ft

Galaxy Aviation
(407) 851-8304
galaxyaviation.com

24/7 $7.54 7.00
New terminal recently opened.
Hangar space can accommodate
heavy jets.

Signature Flight Support
(407) 825-6999
signatureflight.com

24/7 $6.41 7.61

Kissimmee Gateway (ISM)
(14 miles)

6,000 ft

Atlantic Aviation
(888) 288-1557
atlanticaviation.com

6 a.m.-10 p.m.
callout available

$6.35 NR
Hangar space can accommodate
large-cabin heavy jets.

Kaz Aviation
(407) 483-0959
kazaviation.com 

7 a.m.-9 p.m. $5.40 NR Maintenance available.

Kissimmee Jet Center
(888) 735-1145
No Web site

8 a.m.-10 p.m.
callout available

$4.90 NR Maintenance available.

Signature Flight Support
(407) 846-6128
signatureflight.com

7 a.m.-10 p.m.
callout available

$5.62 NR
Hangar space can accommodate
large-cabin heavy jets.

Orlando Executive (ORL)
(15 miles)

6,003 ft

Sheltair Aviation Services
(407) 896-2799
sheltairaviation.com

6 a.m.-11 p.m. $6.85 7.57
Hangar space can 
accommodate midsize jets.

Showalter Flying Service
(407) 894-7331
showalter.com

6 a.m.-11 p.m. $6.56 8.34
Host FBO for NBAA 2008.
Hangar space can accommodate
large-cabin heavy jets.

Orlando Sanford International (SFB)
(43 miles)

9,600 ft

Avion Jet Center
(407) 323-7288
avionjetcenter.com

6 a.m.-10 p.m.
callout available

$5.99 NR
Hangar space can accommodate
large-cabin heavy jets. Does full
and cabin refurbs.

Starport USA
(866) 321-8880
starportusa.com

6 a.m.-11 p.m.
callout available

$6.76 NR
Hangar space can accommodate
large-cabin heavy jets. Does
engines, avionics, cabin refurbs.

NOTES: 1. Airports are listed in order of distance from the Orlando Convention Center. 
2. FBOs, or fixed-base operations, are the aviation equivalent of full-service gas stations. They typically offer a wide range of services. Maintenance and

hangar space available at these FBOs only if indicated.
3. Fuel prices as of Aug. 26, 2008.
4. AIN ratings are from the survey of conducted by Aviation International News for 2008. Ratings are on a scale from 1 to 10, 10 being excellent. NR=Not

Rated, due to not being rated by enough AIN readers.

SHOWALTER AT ORLANDO EXECUTIVE

(RIGHT) IS THE HOST FBO FOR THIS

YEAR’S NBAA CONVENTION AND STATIC

DISPLAY. IT RECEIVED THE HIGHEST

OVERALL RATING OF ALL THE FBOs

IN THE ORLANDO AREA IN A SURVEY

CONDUCTED THIS YEAR BY AVIATION

INTERNATIONAL NEWS.
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