
[The Citation X is currently the fastest business jet, but the

forthcoming Gulfstream G650 promises to be a tad

faster.–Ed.] On any flight over two hours, the model you

select makes a difference.

5. Meet the pi lots and cal l  your spouse. When you arrive at

your FBO, there’s a good chance your pilots will be waiting

to introduce themselves. If not, give the desk attendant your

tail number and ask that your pilots be told you’re ready to

go. However, it is not a good idea to look for the airplane

and just walk out on your own. (Speaking of the tail num-

ber, it’s the charter equivalent of an airliner’s flight number;

don’t leave home without it.)

Just before you board the airplane, ask the pilots what

time they expect to land. Then call your spouse and tell him

or her. Also, make sure your spouse has a 24-hour number

to call to speak with a dispatcher. I started doing this after

one of my flights was an hour late arriving because of head-

winds and diverting around thunderstorms. I was perfectly

safe but my wife didn’t know that.

6. Consider scheduling a stop. Just because your aircraft can

fly nonstop doesn’t mean that you can. With a few excep-

tions, you need to be in a mid-size or larger jet to have a

stand-up, walk-around cabin. Therefore, anything over two

hours nonstop in a smaller aircraft can feel a little cramped;

and after three hours you may be downright uncomfortable.

Also, many turboprops and light jets have inadequate 

lavatories. It’s perfectly all right to schedule a comfort stop

or even to ask for one en route.

7. Talk to the pi lots–then don’t. The most important thing

you can do to assure a trouble-free flight is to tell the pilots

that keeping you safe is more important than getting you

anywhere at any specific time. Then don’t talk to them or

poke your head in the cockpit when the seatbelt sign is on

(they’re very busy then). Speaking of the pilots, always fly

with two and make certain the copilot is type-rated for the

aircraft you’re in.

8. Beware of the 12-hour day. You’d think from reading most

operators’ and brokers’ Web sites that you can have the

airplane for as long as you want it. Although the crew has

a 14-hour duty day, two of those hours are usually filled

with pre- and post-flight work. So the reality is that you

PICK YOUR AIRPLANE CAREFULLY, AS

CABIN COMFORT AND SPEED VARY

WIDELY, EVEN WITHIN THE SAME CLASS

SIZE. CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 

CESSNA’S CITATION COLUMBUS AND CJ1

AND BOMBARDIER’S CHALLENGER 850.

INSIDE CHARTERS

*Prices are for one-way flights and do not include aircraft positioning charges, fuel surcharges and other possible expenses, such as
catering and airport landing and ramp fees. Source: Air Charter Guide (www.aircharterguide.com)

AVERAGE HOURLY RATES*

National North Central U.S.
Now Year ago Now Year ago

BELL 206 $822 $808 $788 $785

KING AIR 200 $1,247 $1,218 $1,194 $1,176

CITATION II $1,826 $1,798 $1,812 $1,751

LEARJET 35A $2,111 $2,049 $2,258 $2,180

HAWKER 800A $2,989 $2,921 $2,970 $2,900

FALCON 50 $3,686 $3,655 $3,758 $3,563

GULFSTREAM III $4,550 $4,513 $4,325 $4,367

the price of air charter
What you’ll pay for charter varies not only by aircraft type and model but by region. Here are the average 
per-hour rates for popular aircraft nationally and in the North Central U.S., now and a year ago. Look for price
data for other parts of the country in future issues.
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